My War Memories, 1914-1918
available owing to the shortening of the front. This would result from the enveloping movements to be carried out by both wings in the direction of Grodno.
At the beginning of February, while the four corps were being deployed, the 20th A.C. of the gth Army was sent to the neighbourhood south-east of Ortelsburg to reinforce the southern front. It was ready to move on Lomza and Myschinjetz also. Next, the ist R.C. and the 6th Cav. Div. were sent to Willenberg, the 3rd Inf. Div. to Neidenburg, and the ist Guard Res. Div. from General Woyrsch's Army Detachment to the neighbourhood of Soldau. The deployment of these troops would be complete by about the 20th of February. They had been moved very late intentionally. We feared that the withdrawal of troops on such a large scale from occupied Poland could not be kept secret, and might disclose our plan for an offensive in East Prussia. I attached the utmost importance to secrecy for the success of our operations. Later on some more divisions were withdrawn from the front west of the Vistula, a move which was made possible by the fact that the enemy, too, was weakening his front there. These troop movements were a complicated game that required our closest attention.
Now that all this is past, a natural question suggests itself. Was it wise to send German troops to the Carpathians ? Undoubtedly they were badly missed in our winter campaign east of the Vistula, where their rightful place was. But they were needed still more in the Carpathians, owing to the immediate condition of the Austrian Army, which required stiffening. I should, however, have found it considerably more difficult to recommend the sending of reinforcements had I at the time realized that we would be given the four army corps.
I am unable to judge whether or not our General Headquarters was at this juncture in a position to release more troops from the West for the East, as they actually did in April. Naturally, every addition to our forces in the East would have been welcome. But the great decision to stake everything against Russia was not taken until a later date.
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